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~4th CoNGREss,
1st Ses., ion.

[ Rep. No. 589.

LANDS TO

ORGA~IZED

J

Ho. oF REPS.

MILITIA MEN, &e.

[To accompany bill H. R. No. 5i0.]

APRIL

Mr.

CAsEY,

20, 1836.

from the Committee on the Public Lands,

mad~

the following-

REPORT:
7'he Committee on the .Public Lands, to which was re{mTed tlze memoria/a
oj the G eneral Assen!Jblies of the States of Illinois and Indiana, ]Jraying for additionnl re1nuneration to tfte ~militia nwn and ·rant:ters 'Who
defended the fro77tier of the United States, during the late war toithGreal
Britain ,· and also, a preamble and joint resolution of the General
A.ssembly of the Commonwealth of I(eutucky, proposing the passage
of a law of Congress to plac,g t!te ojJice1·s and soldiers who serred for
' ·,· a less term than ji1..'e years, in the United .States army, in the last war
with Great Brit(j·in, on a just equality 'With the soldiers of that mYny,
in the distribution of the public land.<;·; with instructions by the House
of Representatives ':to inquire ·into the propriety of passing a law in
accordance to the said premnble and resolutions,·' respectfully submit
the following 1'P]Wrt:

That, by an act of Congress, passed the ~d of January, 1812, the President of the United States was authorized, whenever he should have satisfactory evidence of the actual or threatened invas]on of any State or Ter-·
ritory of the United States, by any Indian tribe or tribes, to raise, either by
the acceptance of volunteers, or eulistment for one y~ar, unles. soo11er discharged, a;; many companies as he should deem necessary, not exceeclinO'
six, to serve on foot, or l)e mounted, as the service might require, and wh~
should act upon the frontier as rangers; each of the saidfcompanies was to
consist of one captain, one first, one second lieutenant, one ensign, four . "
sergeants, four corporal:5, and sixty private. .
'rhe above recited act further provic.led, ''that the commissioned officers
should receive the same pa.y and rations a: 0fllcer, of the samP grades
in the army of the United States; and wh en the rangers should arin and
equip themselves, aud provide their own horses, they should be allowed
each one dollar per day. 'rhe manner of arming, eq'uipping; and organizing
the said corps, was placed under such regulation and restrictions tts the
nature of the service, in the opit'iion of the President, might requirr. 'rhis
act of course took eficct from its passage, and was to continue in force for
one year, and from thence to the end of the next session of Congress.
On the 1st day of July, 1812, Congress, by a supplementary act, authorized the raising of one additional company of rangers, under like conditions and restrictions.
Blair & Rives, printers.·
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On the 25th day of February, 1813, Congress provided a further increase
of ten additional companies of rangers, and placed them upon a similar
footing; and on the 24th of July, following, the same acts re1erred to were
continued for one year from that time, and until the end of the next ensu1ng
session of Congress. And so efficient had the rangers proved themselves
to be that these ten companies were made the substitute for a regiment
authorized to be raised by a previous law.
The companies thus authorized to be raised, were organized, and entered
the service of the TJnited States. The nature of that service, its hazards
and hardships, are well described in the memorial of the Illinois Legislature.
They show that this class of citizens, now for the first time attempted to be
brought forward to the consideration of Congn~ss, are not the least deserving
the aid of the Government, though they are the last almost of the defenders
of our country who have asked for auy remuneration. 'rheir claims to
the attention and f.'\vor of the Government, will be better understood from
a brief outline of the condition of the country when they were its defenders, and the nature of their services. Previously to the year 1812, the
settlunents of the country were confined to the m~rgin of the rivers Ohio
and Mississippi, while all between was a wilderness but little frequented by
the whites, and the c.onstant abode of the Indians ; and when the late war
broke out these settlements were always exposed to their attacks, and
subject to their perpetual hostilities. 'rhe weakness of their situation
forced the inhabitants to use extra-ordinary exertions for their defence ;
they erected stations, and abandoning their· homes, and in muny instances
all they had on earth, they devoted themselves wholly to the defence of their
country; they were thus of great benefit to the inhabitants of the adjacent
States, who, but for their adventurous boldness, would have been equally
exposed; they formed the advance guard of the country, during a fie rce
and ferocious Indian war ; and their privations and sufferings were almost
unparalleled.
The late war with Great Britain raging at this time, the great body of
the troops of the United States was engaged in defending the more populous
parts of the Union, and what is now the States of Illinois, Indiana, and
Missouri, were left to rely on their own strength and courage for their
defence; and it is a proud reflection, that these brave men did efi'ectually
defend, not only their own widely extended frontier, but also the citizens
and property of the adjacent States.
The individuals composing these companies, were not like those who
made up the regular army of the l Jnited States in many respects; they
were citizen soldiers, acting upon an extended frontier, surrounded on all
sides by powerful and warlike tribes of Indians; many of them expended
their all in equipping themselves for the service ; their clothing, arms, nnd
horses, were furnished hy themselves ; neither rations nor forage were
supplied by the Government, for the ranger was bonnd, ont of his small
wages, to furnish himself with a horse, arms, ammunition, clothing, and
provisions; not one cent wa~ ever con trihuted by Government towards
their subsistence; no convenience provided but what their own hard
earned money paid f(>r. Many of them h ad fi tmilies, whose whole reliance .
for support was upon tho~e who were on d uty, rmd who were provided for
ont of their wage~ . \Vhilc iu service they were often prevented from
culti vating their farms ten· nn Pntire sea~on, nnd tho loss of a crop was to
them a loss of no ordinary ln<tgniLudP. ~\dd to t hi~, tlmt n11 :u ti clcs of con-

[ Rep. No. 589. ]

3

sumption, use, or necessity, bore an exceedingly high price, and then deduct .
from their pay those articles of necessity, without which they were not
qualified for the service, and then, it may well be asked, what remains as a
remuneration for the time, services, and devotion, of these citizen soldiers?
Your committee answer, respectfully but unhesitatingly, nothing! The
same m·1y be said of the militia and volunteers in every part of the United
States. They left their firesides, families, and farms, penetrated, in many
instances, the uninhabited wilderness-traversed countries without roads,
or bridges-and met, without a murmur, all the inclemencies of tb~ weather,
and. aU the hardships incident to the nature of the service, to rid the coq.ntry
of violence, outrage, and death.
The battle of Baltimore was fought mainly by the militia and volunteers
of the country; the bloody field of Fort Erie was mainly won by the
militia; the ever memorable battle of the Thames was achieved by a
charge of mounted volunteer ~unmen, a military operation unparalleled in
the history of any country; all General-Jackson's battles with the Indians
were won hy volunteer militia ; and to close the late war with Great
BritRin, a battle was fought and won on the plains of Orleans by the gallant but undisciplined sons of Tennessee and Kentucky, under the direction of their able chief, without a rival, and which covered the country
with imperishable glory and renown.
'I'hese brave men now come forward, and, relying confidently upon the
justice and liberality of Congn~ss, ask a bounty in land proportionate to
their services. Your committee are disposed to view favorably this application.
By estimates furnished the Committee on the Public Lands by the Treasury Department, it will be seen thnt the quantity of land to which the Indian
title has heen extinguished by the United States up to September 30, 1835,
was 268,348,942 acres; the quantity of land surveyed and offered for sale
on the date aforesaid 166,897,082 acres; the quantity ofland sold at said date
44.499,620 acres; the quantity of land remaining unsold and liable to
private entry 011 said date, 122,397,462 acres; the quantity surveyed but
not offered. for sale at said date, 9,772,739 acres; the quantity within the
limits of the United States west of the river 1\'Iississippi, and west of the
·organized limits of the States and Teritories, 715,000,000 acres.
It is true that the pnblic domain has stood pledged for the redemption of
the public debt, and that fact may have justified the argument that Congress could not dispose of it by granting it in bounties, or making donations
to our meritorious citizens. But your committee are glad to have it in their
power to say that the time for the use of that argument has gone by, and
now that the last cent of the public debt has been paid, and that the vast
quantity of the public lands held by the Government, is free of all incum- ·
brances, your committee hope, and believe, that a more liberal policy will
hereafter characterize ~he legislation of Congress on the subject of those
lands.
By two several acts of Congress, passed the 24th of December, 1811,
and on the 14th of January, 1812, it is provided: that whenever any noncommissioned officer or soldier of the regitlar army shall be discharged·
from the service, who shall have obtained from the commanding officer of
his company, battalion or regiment, a certificate that he had faithfully performed his duty whilst in service, he should b~ allowed, in addition to the
bounty in money that those acts provided, three months' pay, .a nd one hurt-
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dred and sixty acres of land; and the heirs and representatives of those
non-commissioned officers and soldiers who might be killed in action, or
die in the service of the United States, should likewise be paid and allowed
the said additional bounty of three months' pay and one hundred and sixty
ae1·es of land, to be designated, surveyed and laid off at the public exl'Jense,
in such manner, and upon such terms and conditions, as should be provided
by law.
By an act passed December 10, 1814, it is provided, that in lieu of the
bounty of one hundred and sixty acres of land then allowed by law,
there should be allowed to each non-commissioned officer and soldier
thereafter enlisted, when discharged from the service, who should have
obtained from the commanding officer of his company, battalion or regiment,
a certificate that he had faithfl.dly performed his duty whilst in the service,
three hundred and tu;enly acres of land, to be surveyed, laid off and
granted, under the regulations pr~scribed by law. In the same act it is
provided, that the widow and children, or parents of even non-commissioned officers and soldier5l, enlisted according to law, who might be killed)_
or die in the service of the United States, should be entitled to receive the
three hundred and twenty acres of land.
Thus it will be seen that the principle of giving bounties in land, for
faithful military services, has been fully recognised by the 'Government,
and approved by our fellow-citizens generally.
.
It is believed by your commitee, that no class of troops engoged in the
military service of the United States during the late war, performed their
duty more faithfully, or rendered services more hazardous in their nature,
or more beneficial in their results to the country, than those organized militia men, volunteers and rangers, whose claims on the liberality and justice
of the Government are now brought before Congress by the memorials of
the Legislatures of Illinois and Indiana, and joint resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, who have received no bounty in land from the United
States, but who bravely defended their country during the trying scenes of
the late war with Great Britain, against all her foes, whether civilized or
savage.
A liberal bounty in land to these brave men would be of great advan·
tage to them, and an easy method of remunerating such signal services w
faithfully renden~d.
Your committee therefore report a hill: they also adopt as part of this
report, letters from the Hon. J. Reynolds, of Illinois, and the Hon. J. Carr,
of Indiana, addressed to the committee ; they also append to this report the
estimates before alluded to, from the Treasury Department.

'N ASHIXGTON CITY, Febrzuay S, 1836.
Having introduced, both at the last and present session
of Congress, the subject of a bounty in lands to the United States rangers
and other troops ; and having also addressed you a short letter on the subject at the last session, I hope it will not be intrusive to call respectfully
your n;ttention again to a subject which is so interesting to a very worthy
and meritorious class of citizens. I feel gren.t confidence in the committee
acting on this subject in such generous and proper manner as to be worthy
of themselves and the subject. The subject having already been before
GENTLEMEN:
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Congross, and some of the committee being fully impressed with the justice
and propriety of the measure, I will, on that consideration, confine myself
to the prominent features of the subject.
Serving myself in the late war with Great Britain, as a private in the
United States ranging corps, I am enabled by that service to speak with
more confidence on the subject, and I hesitate not to say, that these and
. other similar troops are, in justice and equity, entitled to a bounty in land 1~
in proportion to the bounties other soldiers received for their services. These
soldiers, and others, suifered aU the hardships and privations incident to
such service in the defence of the country, and performed that service not
only to the satisfaction of the Government, but to the entire approbation
and satisfc·lCtiou of the country itself, that they defended.
Au act of Congress passed on the 2d January, 1812, creating several ·
companies of mounted rangers for the protection of the frontiers. It is
true, that these rangers received one dollar per day for their services, and
were on consideration thereof compelled to furnish themselves in every
thing complete for the service ; out of this compensation, each man was
required to provide himself with a horse, gun, clothing, provisions, foragP,
and all other cquipments necessary for the service. It is almost useless to
inform the committee, that on the frontiers of a thinly inhabited country,
all those articles necessary to equip the United States ranger for the service of his country, were not only dear, but difficult to be procured at all.
J will not trouble the committee with a minute detail of the price of
articles, to show that these troops were in fact worse paid than tho regular
armr, hut will content myself with a general statement:
TJne horse, per year One gun
Provision for ranger
Forage for horse
Clothing, saddle, &c.
.incidental expenses

$100
30
70
30
50
40

00
00
00
00
00
00

$320 00

I have made a very low estimate of the equipment for a mounted ranger
for one year. Some of these arttcles may be of service at the expiration of
the year, hut others will be used or lost within the year, so that the above
js a fair c. . timate of the expenses, and a very low one, '
en we take into
consideration the very dear price of these articles on an exposed frontier.
At the end of a year, each ranger, by this calculation, will receive for his
service, forty-five dollars, when the soldier of the regular army will receive
ninety-six; being fifty-one dollars more than the United States ranger
received.
·
I wou1u respectfully suggest to the committee, if it be just and proper,
that this disparity in the pay of troops of equal grade and standing, both ·
sworn into the service of the United States, and fighting in the same war,
under the same Government, should exist? This consideration alQne,
separate and apart from all other views of the subject, would give to these
troops a strong claim on the bounty and liberality of the ·Government; but
when we know that the United States observed towards other troops a
policy that was not only patriotic and just, but also liberal and generoys,
in granting bounties of land to them, we are constrained to believe that

I •
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the same policy will be extended to the United States rangers, and othe~
similar defenders of the country.
By two several acts of Uongress, passed on the 24th December, 1811,
and on the 14th of January, 1812, it is provided that each soldier or noncommissioned officer of the 1·egular army, who sht11l receive an honorable .
discharge from the proper officer, or die in the service, shall be entitled,
together with other bountio", to receive one hundred and sixty acres of
land for his services.
In another act, pas5>ed on the lOth December, 1!:314, it is provided, that
all soldiers and non-commissioned officers hereafter enlisted, in lien of other
· bounties in land, shall receive three hundred and twenty acres for their
military services. This liberal and enllghtened policy of the Government,
demonstrated its beneficial effects in the late war, by organizing an army
that through the means of their gallantry and noble bearing, the character
and standing of the country was not only sustained at home, and throughout a contest with the most powerful nation on earthj but our high stand- ~
ing for honor and chivalrous deeds were lmown and acknowledged by
every nation on the globe.
The United States rangers, and similar troops, "acted well their part"
in the defence of the country during this war. The frontiers of Indiana,
Illinois, and Missouri, were much exposed to the enemy at that trying
period. The settlements at that day were sparse, and in many instances
separated from each other for hundreds of miles around the borders of
this region of country of which three States are now formed.
The committee will at once see the importance of this service, and the
great hardships, privations and dangers in performing it. These soldiers
were not provided with baggage wagons, tents, barracks, and other necessaries which were furnished to the regular army, but were compelled to
penetrate the wilderness country of the enemy for months at a time, without any of the conveniences wbich the Government provided for the
regular army, over rmd abovP. their pay. These hardships, perils, and priv ...tions, were endured, and the service performed with cheerfulness and
alacrity for the honor, character, and defence of their country.
The country at that time was embarrassed with a war and in debt. The
public lands were pledged for the payment of this debt, and the bene.6cial
influence of peace had not yet reached the people. On that considoration,
these brave men.. with the same patriotism which induced them to defend
their cotllltry, without an equivalent; caufled them to suspend a presenta. tion of their claims. But now they present it to a conn try crowned with
prosperity, and in fact the admiration of the world, for its growth and prosperous condition. The public debt is liquidated ; the lands of the Government, which were pledged for its payment, are now clear of that embarrassment, and in the hands of Congress for beneficial purposes ; and the
Treasury itself is in such prosperous situation, as is unparalleled in this or
any other country.
·
Resting the claims of these soldiers on this unvarnished statement of
facts, I appeal to the committee in their behalf, and solicit for them a
bounty of a part of the very lands which they defended in the most gloomy
and dark periods of the war. Many of these brave defenders of the
country are now advanced itl years, and poor; and in fact need this bounty
of the Gov,ernment. It would gladden the hearts of many of the rangers,
to know that the Government for w:1ich they had spent many of their best
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days, had at last recollected them, and restored them to plenty and happiness. All that these claimants expect, is to be placed on a footing with
other troops, and thereby to receive such bounty in land as they are ·
entitled to.
ur obedient servant,

JOHN REYNOLDS.

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVEs,

1llarch 10, 1836.

GENTLEMEN: On yesterday I had the honor of presenting to the House
of Representatives, and referring to your committee, a memorial and joint
resolution of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, praying the
Congress of the~ United States to grant a bounty in land to the militia men,
mounted militia men, and rangP.rs, who so successfi1lly protected the frontier
durin(! the late war with Great Britain.
Tins subject has been presented to Congress by the official acts of the
Legislatures of Illinois and Indiana, within whose limits reside some of the
individuals for whom the memorials pray Congress for relief, and within
whose borders reside some of the widows and orphans of those who performed service in defence of their conntry, and whose fate was the fate of
war, for whose benefit the memorials aforesaid were also presented.
Gentlemen, the people of the States of Illinois and Indiana have shown
to you through their respective Legislatures that they remember with the
deepest gratitude, and appreciate · most highly, the patriotism and signal
service rendered to the country by the troops named in the memorials, and
under circumstances peculiarly hard, and in times that tried men's souls.
This service was not only performed at the sacrifice of time, and of property, hut it was performed at the expense of many robust and sound
constitutions. Nor was this service the business of a day, or~ month, or of a
year's duration, but of years; nor yet were the beneficial 1;e~mlts of this:.
service confined to the frontier of the now flourishing States of Illinois and
Indiana, but extended far north and west.
I have said that this service wa~ perforrneq at the sacrifice of time, of
property, and of health ; this is true. Nor was the incentive that of plea~
sure, or of speculation; those who rendered this service were actuated by
the same spirit, and resolved to maintain that independence so dearly won
by the toil and the blood of their forefathers.
I have also said that this service was performed under circClmstances
peculiarly hard. It is true. There were instances where the father went ,.
into the service of his country under circumstances which left no alterna·
tivr. oth.er than fin· the ·wife, with her own hands, to till the ground, thereby
making a.. canty support 'for her helpless family; this, too, was done cheer·
fully by her, with a fond hope that the labors of her husband ami his
nssociates in arms would be crowned with succes~, and that he would
return home ami enjoy with his family and friends peace and happines~
In some instances this ftmdcst hope was n~alized, whilf' in mauy other
instances Ow wives and the mothers of those in the serviee of1tw country,
whose anxiety wa.' heyoHd imagination or drscription, were saluted with
the woful intelligence that a husband, a son, had iitlleu in the battlP field~
never to return. It may be thought by some, and .said hy other.': tl!;tt these-
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troops have been amply paid for their services and losses sustained. To
this I cannot assent; I think it can be clearly shown that the pay received
by them would not, in many instances, half equal the losses of property
incurred; and that the committee may ha e some idea of the expense
and liabilities incurred by some of them, I beg leave to refer you to a letter
which I had the honor to address to the Committee on the Public Lands at
the last session of Congress, which, I think, clearly shows that their pay
was not equal to the pay received by the regular troops who served in the
late war, exclusive of the bounty in lands which was given to the regular
_
soldiers.
.
The States of Illinois and Indiana now come forth and ask Congress in
behalf of those who are still living~ and in behalf of the widows and
orphans of those who served their country in time of peril and of danger,
and who are no more, a small bounty in land, upon which to locate their
families in their declining years, and which they may call their freeholds
at1d their homes.
·
1t is to the citizen soldier that this country looks to avenge her wi·ongs;
standing armies in time of peace, to eat out our substance, we 'vill not have.
It has been by ·the citizen soldier that this country has, in all tih1es past:
been mainly defended against the savage foe and the foreign enemy; and
it is to the citizen soldier that this country will confidently look in time to
come to repel all invading foes.
Gentlemen, your treasury is full to overflowing, a plenty and to spare;
in addition to this, the United States Government is the 'proprietor of some
huri-d red millions and more acres of unavpropriated lands, but which is fast
going into the hands of speeulators and monopolists, eonsequently to oo
vended out to the honest and laboring classes of -the community at exorbitant prices. TJnder these circumstances, can it be considered as unreasonable to grant to those surviving patriots, and to the widow and orphan of
those who spent so much of their youth and manhood in defending their
country't:: cause, and braved all the perils and underwent .all the privations
incident to a warfaring life, a small portion of this vast public domain in
part consideration for their invaluable services, and which they ean call
their own .and their homes.
·
Having the utmost confielence in the committee to do full and ample
justice to so meritorious a class of our citizens, I look with the most.san_g uine hope for a favorable report in their behalf.
·
'\Vith profound respect and esteem, I have the honor to be .Your mosi·
obedient and most humble servant,
JOHN CARlL

1"o the lwuontble the Committee on the Public Lands.
TRE.AS'URY

DEPARTMKNT,

January 13, 1836..
SrR: I have the honor to transmit a report of the Commis~ioner of the
General Land Office, in compliance with your request of the 23d ultimo.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEYI WOODBURY,

Hon.

Secretary oj
ZADOK CAsEv,

Com. on Pttblic Lands, H. R.

th~

Trea31:lry.
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GENERAL LAND 0FFI<;:E,

January 13, 1836.
SIR: The information requested by the Hon. Z. Casey, in his letter to
the Department of 23d ultimo, and which you referred to this office, has
been prepared with every practicable expedition, and I transmit herewith
the required report.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir,
Your obedient servant,

ETHAN A. BROWN, Ccmam'r.
Hon. LEvi WooDBURY,

Secretary of the Treasury.
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ETHAN A. BROWN,
Janu,ary 13, 1836.
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•This quantity inc~ud~£ the lands sold at New York and Pittsburg, and the special sales to John Cleves Symmes, and the Ohio company, prior to the
grganization of thP d1stnct land offices.
t The lands ceded to the United States by the Chickasaw Indians, lying within the limits of the States vf Mississippi and Alabama, by the treaty of 1832,
and e..">timated to contain 6,422,'100 acres, are n0t included in the lands "surveyed and offered for sale" in tho~e itates.
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